

There is a time period that Japan’s economic growth rapidly. At that time, Japan absorbs the western cultural and new technologic, and this time period represented in many artworks. There are three examples, The True View of Stone Construction along the Ginza by Untagawa Kuniteru II, the Scenic View of Tokyo Enlightenment by Utagawa Hiroshige III, and the Battle between Domestic and Imported Goods. These three printing tell us about the progress of modernization in Tokyo during the years of their production.

Ginza is the main westernize area. In the printing True View of Stone Construction along the Ginza, it is easy to see that the west bank building, it indicates that Ginza is globalizing, other country’s currency is coming to Japan to trade. In the down left-hand corner, there is an expensive steak house restaurant. Japan mainly depends on seafood on dietary habits. A beef steak house means a new way of dietary habits. The vehicles shown on the stress is also from western culture. They have carriage drive by horses. The dress that people wear is a mix. Some people wear Swiss pants and hats while other people dress up kimono, or even mix up the two cultural dress. Ginza is westernizing.

One year later, Japan civilization enlightenment is represented in the art Scenic View of Tokyo Enlightenment. It is easy to tell that this is Japan because the cherry blossom season and Fuji Mountain is in the printing. In the middle of the printing, there is a big vehicle that can carry many people at one time, and this view never happens in Japan before. Also, there is more mix up dress show in the printing. The man wearing a traditional dress inside with the western jacket outside, and carrying an umbrella. The stone structure is getting massive, the bridge shown in the art is made of stone. The color in this printing is hardish, and this is because the ink is an import from other countries. This art shows that Tokyo is globalizing.

When Japan is globalizing, that means they are absorbed goods from other countries. The printing Battle between Domestic and Imported Goods is a very interesting artwork. It is a battle between goods, the goods replace the human’s head. There is a scissor person show in the printing, and that is used to cut other hairs. In order to westernize, Japan needs to change. When people change, hair is always the first thing to change. There is also a photograph and woodblock print show in the picture. The import of the photograph is replacing the woodblock print because the photograph works more efficient than the woodblock print. Also, there is a lantern was fighting with a candle. There is a lot of goods fighting going in the printing, and most of the winner of the fighter is imported goods. It shows that even the Japan economy grew very fast, the domestic goods is not having a good time, they are all being replacing.

The Japan westernize period is very important because it helps Japan become a strong country. These three artworks represent the good side and the bad side of this progress of modernization in Tokyo during the years of their production. The first two show how nice Japan has become after westernize, and the last one shows that the battle between goods has a bad side too. In general, this time period is a great success for Japan.

